
 
 

CHAIR’S WELCOME 

Dear All, 

Two ENVI committee meetings will be 
taking place next week, on Monday 
and Tuesday. We will continue to 
exchange with Commissioners and 
high-level officials on how the EU 
should best respond to the COVID-19 
crisis from a health perspective and 
how we can engineer a more 
sustainable economic model to exit 
the crisis.  

We will start on Monday with an 
exchange of view with Adina Valeăn, Commissioner for Transport to debate 
sustainable mobility post COVID-19. This will be the first appearance of 
Commissioner Valeăn in ENVI after the Commission entered into office. 
Transport, and air transport specifically, has been hardly hit by the virus and 
the lockdown measures which ensued. Several Member States have stepped in 
to support this sector in this testing times. Nevertheless, it should be clear that 
COVID-19 should in no way serve as an excuse to shelve the concerns for the 
environment and climate for the transport sector. The contrary is true. 
Taxpayers’ money should not be free of conditionality for the transport and, 
specifically the air transport sector. The exchange will serve as an opportunity 
for the Commissioner to clarify her position with respect to this and to update 
us on the latest developments with respect to the Carbon Offsetting and 
Reduction Scheme for International Aviation (CORSIA) spearheaded by the 
International Civil Aviation Organization (ICAO). 

When it comes to CORSIA, the ENVI committee has closely followed the 
outcome of discussions and decision of ICAO with regards the design of the 
market based measure. The position of Parliament has always been that, in 
case CORSIA appears ineffective and lacking credibility in tackling global 
emissions, the EU should not give up but protect its right to enact its own 
legislation on aviation emissions via the EU's emission trading system. 

On Tuesday, it will be time for another first appearance in ENVI: Members will 
have their first formal exchange of views with Commissioner Sinkevičius, in 
charge of Environment, Oceans and Fisheries. The exchange will serve chiefly 
to discuss about the new Circular Economy Action Plan adopted by the 
Commission on 11 March and on the Biodiversity Strategy for 2030, which is 
being prepared by the European Commission as part of the European Green 
Deal. The success of these two policies is necessary for the overall success of 
the European Green Deal. We need not only to produce less waste, but we 
should avoid creating waste altogether by maximising the use of resources and 
by creating a well-functioning market for secondary raw materials. When it 
comes to biodiversity, the Commission needs to tackle the biodiversity 
emergency heads-on. One of the key elements of the strategy should be the 
inclusion of specific target on halting the biodiversity loss, as requested by the 
Parliament in its resolution of 16 January 2020 on the 15th meeting of the 
Conference of Parties (COP15) to the Convention on Biological Diversity.  

We will also have two high level guests who will brief and exchange with 
Members on the EU actions to directly respond to the health emergency posed 
by COVID-19. Anne Bucher, Director-General in the Directorate-General for 
Health and Food Safety (DG SANTE) and Guido Rasi, Executive Director of the 
European Medicines Agency (EMA) will be in ENVI on Monday and Tuesday 
respectively. Director General Bucher will inter alia update Members on the 
Commission’s actions and coordination with national health authorities and on 
the outcome and follow-up to the event hosted by the Commission on 4 May 
on the Coronavirus Global Response: Joining Forces to Accelerate the 
Development, Production and Equitable Access to COVID-19 Vaccines, 

Diagnostics and Therapeutics. Director Rasi will brief Members on the agency’s 
intense recent activities during the COVID-19 pandemic aiming at expediting 
the development and approval of safe and effective treatments and vaccines, 
supporting the continued availability of medicines in the EU, and providing 
reliable information to patients and healthcare professionals. 

You can follow the ENVI Committee meeting live at: 
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/envi/home.html   

You can also follow the activities of the ENVI Committee on its official Twitter 
account @EP_Environment  

Pascal Canfin - 8 May 2020 

MEETING ITEMS 

Results of the votes of the last ENVI meeting are available here. 

Exchange of Views: 

 with Ms Adina Valeăn, Commissioner for Transport, on sustainable 
mobility post Covid-19 and developments related to CORSIA 

 with the Commission on their activities related to the development of 
COVID-19 vaccines and treatments 

 with Mr Virginijus Sinkevičius, Commissioner for Environment, Oceans and 
Fisheries - Presentation of the Circular Economy Action Plan and on the 
Biodiversity Strategy for 2030 

 with Prof Guido Rasi, Executive Director of the European Medicines Agency 
(EMA), on EMA activities on COVID-19 and prospects for the future 
 

ENVI IN THE NEXT PLENARY 

Draft agenda of the Plenary available here. 

EXCHANGES OF VIEWS  

Adina Valeăn, Commissioner for Transport on 
sustainable mobility post Covid-19 and developments 
related to CORSIA  

This is the first exchange of views 
with Transport Commissioner 
Vălean. Ms Vălean’s responsibilities, 
as described in her mission letter, 
are to ensure that transport is 
sustainable, safe, affordable and 
accessible by ensuring the 
following:  

 A transport  sector fit  for  a  clean,  digital  and  modern economy:  

 Extending the Emissions Trading System to the maritime sector and 
reducing free allowances for airlines 

 Contributing to the zero-pollution  ambition 

 Contributing  to  the  review of the Energy Taxation Directive:  

 Modernized transport systems,  

 Fair and functioning internal market for transport. 
 
When it comes to CORSIA, the ENVI committee has closely followed the 
outcome of discussions and decision of ICAO with regards the design of the 
market based measure. The position of Parliament has always been that in case 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/envi/home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/envi/votes-in-committee.html
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/plenary/en/agendas.html


 
 
CORSIA appears ineffective (not environmentally ambitious enough) and 
lacking credibility in tackling global emissions (not supported by many key 
global Parties), the EU should not give up but protect its right to enact its own 
legislation on aviation emissions via the ETS.  
 
With regards implementation, most recent decisions taken by ICAO Council in 
March 2020, included: carbon offsets from six existing offset programmes (out 
of 14 applications) were recognised for use by airlines under CORSIA( the Clean 
Development Mechanism, the China GHG voluntary Emission Reduction 
Programme, the Voluntary Carbon Standard, the Gold Standard, the Climate 
Action Reserve, and the American Carbon Registry – two further programmes 
have been recognised but with conditional eligibility - 
the Forest Carbon Partnership Facility and the Global Carbon Council ). The 
Council has also adopted a restriction on the age of offsets (so-called “vintage 
restriction”), which means that only credits from projects whose first crediting 
period started on 1 January 2016 and which represent emission reductions  

Commission on activities related to the development of 
COVID-19 vaccines and treatments 

The Director-General of DG SANTE, Anne Bucher, has been invited to the ENVI 
Committee meeting to give an overview of the Commission’s work to address 
the development of COVID-19 vaccines and treatments. Building on the 
commitment made by G20 leaders on 26 March 2020, the Commission hosted 
on 4 May 2020 the Coronavirus Global Response on-line pledging event: Joining 
Forces to Accelerate the Development, Production and Equitable Access to 
COVID-19 Vaccines, Diagnostics and Therapeutics, which started an 
international pledging marathon running until the end of May 2020, supported 
by the European Union and its partners. The initiative is a response to the call 
from the World Health Organization (WHO) and a group of health actors for a 
global collaboration for the accelerated development, production and 
equitable global access to new coronavirus essential health technologies. The 
aim is to gather significant funding to ensure the collaborative development 
and universal deployment of diagnostics, treatments and vaccines against 
coronavirus. 
 
The objective was to raise an initial €7.5 billion to make up the global funding 
shortfall estimated by the Global Preparedness Monitoring Board (GPMB) – co-
convened by the WHO and the World Bank – and others. During the pledging 
event, the Commission registered €7.4 billion in pledges from donors 
worldwide. This includes a pledge of €1.4 billion by the Commission. Funding, 
including the EU contribution, pledged since 30 January 2020 – the date when 
the WHO declared coronavirus a global health emergency – will be counted as 
part of the Coronavirus Global Response funding target with the commitment 
that these will contribute to and align with the Access to COVID-19 Tools (ACT-
Accelerator) framework. 
 
The initial target sum would enable to kick-start a global cooperation between 
scientists and regulators, industry and governments, international 
organisations, foundations and health care professionals. However, the current 
target will only cover the initial needs: manufacturing and delivering medicines 
on a global scale will require resources well above the target. It will be 
necessary to ensure that resources will continue being mobilised and that 
progress will be made to achieve universal access to vaccination, treatment and 
testing. 
 
Commissioner Kyriakides held a videconference with EU Health Ministers, the 
European Centre for Disease Prevention and Control, and the European 
Medicines Agency on 7 May 2020 regarding the issue of vaccines, to discuss 
more specifically Member States' plans, clinical trials and manufacturing 
capacity. DG SANTE has pointed to investing in promising candidates, clinical 

trials infrastructure, quick & safe approval process, production capacity and risk 
management in order to ensure widespread access to a Coronavirus vaccine. 

Virginijus Sinkevičius, Commissioner for Environment, 
Oceans and Fisheries on the Circular Economy Action 
Plan and Biodiversity Strategy for 2030 

This is the first exchange of views with 
Commissioner Sinkevičius following his 
appointment and it will provide the 
opportunity to discuss two cornerstones of 
EU environmental policy: the New Circular 
Economy Action Plan and the forthcoming 
new EU Biodiversity Strategy for 2030. The 

publication of the New Biodiversity Strategy has been delayed and it is now 
expected for the 20 May 2020. 
 
The Circular Economy Action Plan has been presented by the Commission on 
11 March. It aims at accelerating the transformational change required by the 
European Green Deal, while building on circular economy actions implemented 
since 2015. The plan will ensure that the regulatory framework is streamlined 
and made fit for a sustainable future, that the new opportunities from the 
transition are maximised, while minimising burdens on people and businesses.  
The Commission will propose legislation on Sustainable Product Policy to 
ensure that products placed on the EU market are designed to last longer, are 
easier to reuse, repair and recycle, and incorporate as much as possible 
recycled material instead of primary raw material. Single-use will be restricted, 
premature obsolescence tackled and the destruction of unsold durable goods 
banned. In particular the plan foresees actions to empower consumers and to 
focus actions on the sectors that use the most resources and where the 
potential for circularity is high (electronics and ICT, batteries and vehicles, 
packaging, plastics textiles, construction and buildings and food). The Action 
Plan will also ensure that we produce less waste. The focus will be on avoiding 
waste altogether and transforming it into high-quality secondary resources that 
benefit from a well-functioning market for secondary raw materials. The 
Commission will explore setting an EU-wide, harmonised model for the 
separate collection of waste and labelling. The Action Plan also puts forward a 
series of actions to minimise EU exports of waste and tackle illegal shipments. 
 
The Biodiversity Strategy for 2030 should now be presented by the Commission 
on 20 May. In view of the current COVID-19 outbreak, the COP15 of the 
Convention on Biodiversity, initially planned for October 2020 will take place in 
2021. One of the key elements of the strategy should be the presence of specific 
target on halting the biodiversity loss, as requested by the Parliament in its 
resolution of 16 January 2020 on the 15th meeting of the Conference of Parties 
(COP15) to the Convention on Biological Diversity. In particular, Parliament 
stressed that the upcoming EU biodiversity strategy for 2030 must ensure that 
the EU leads by example, by ensuring that at least 30 % of EU territory consists 
of natural areas, restoring degraded ecosystems by 2030, taking biodiversity 
objectives into account in all EU policies, and by earmarking a minimum of 10 
% of the 2021-2027 long-term budget for efforts to improve biodiversity.  
 

Prof Guido Rasi, Executive Director of the European 
Medicines Agency (EMA) on EMA activities on COVID-19 
and prospects for the future 

The EMA Executive Director has been 
invited to the ENVI Committee meeting for 
an exchange of views on EMA’s activities on 
COVID-19 and prospects for the future. This 
is the first appearance of the EMA 
Executive Director in ENVI since the 



 
 
outbreak of the pandemic. EMA is contributing to global efforts to save lives 
during the COVID-19 pandemic by expediting the development and approval of 
safe and effective treatments and vaccines, supporting the continued 
availability of medicines in the EU, and providing reliable information to 
patients and healthcare professionals. 
 
There are currently no authorised vaccines or treatments in the EU to prevent 
or treat COVID-19. However, there are ongoing clinical trials evaluating 
potential treatments. The COVID-19 EMA pandemic Task Force is the main tool 
of EMA and the European medicines regulatory network for enabling Member 
States and the Commission to take quick and coordinated regulatory action 
during the pandemic. 
 
On 4 May 2020, EMA published an overview of how the Agency will accelerate 
its regulatory procedures so that marketing authorisations of safe, effective 
and high-quality COVID-19 related medicines can be granted as soon as 
possible. The rapid procedures described in the inventory can accelerate every 
step of a medicine’s regulatory pathway and the Agency is fully mobilised to 
deliver these fast-track assessments in the shortest possible timeframes while 
ensuring robust scientific opinions are reached. However, the rapid approval of 
therapeutics and vaccines will only be possible if applications are supported by 
robust and sound scientific evidence that allows EMA to conclude on a positive 
benefit-risk balance for these products. The various rapid procedures are also 
available in the context of extensions of indications for already approved 
medicines which are being repurposed in the fight against COVID-19.  
 
The inventory also describes the support EMA can provide in the context of 
compassionate use programmes. Such programmes are set up at the level of 
individual Member States, to give patients access to treatments that are still 
under development and that have not yet received a marketing authorisation. 
EMA can provide scientific recommendations as to how these medicines should 
be used in this context, to support a harmonised EU-wide approach. As 
examples of the application of these exceptional procedures, on 3 April EMA 
published recommendations on compassionate use of remdesivir for COVID-
19, and on 30 April a press release in which they announced the start of the 
‘rolling review’ of Remdesivir as a possible treatment for COVID-19. 
 
On 23 April, EMA published a public health advice to remind the public of risk 
of serious side effects with chloroquine and hydroxychloroquine. Recent 
studies carried out in patients with COVID-19 have reported serious, in some 
cases fatal, heart rhythm problems with chloroquine or hydroxychloroquine, 
particularly when taken at high doses or in combination with the antibiotic 
azithromycin. In the context of COVID-19, these medicines should only be used 
as part of clinical trials or in line with nationally agreed protocols. They must 
not be used without a prescription and without supervision by a doctor. 
 
On 21 April, EMA, together with the pharmaceutical industry and the EU 
Member States, launched a new voluntary monitoring system to help prevent 
and mitigate shortages of crucial medicines used for treating patients with 
COVID-19. Under this system, hundreds of pharmaceutical companies have 
appointed a single contact point (an industry single point of contact, or i-SPOC) 
who will report to EMA and national competent authorities all current and 
anticipated shortages of medicines used in patients with COVID-19, both for 
centrally and nationally authorised medicines. EMA will coordinate information 
received from these pharmaceutical companies on supply shortages and share 
it with the regulatory network, which will decide on EU-level coordinated 
actions to address these supply shortages in the best way (e.g. how to apply 
regulatory requirements or flexibilities to increase production faster). This 
system is a temporary measure which was requested by industry and is without 
prejudice to the shortage reporting obligations on industry which may already 
exist in some Member States. 
 

On 9 April 2020, EMA published the mandate of its COVID-19 EMA pandemic 
Task Force (COVID-ETF). This dedicated COVID-ETF has been set-up in line with 
EMA’s Health Threat Plan and brings together the best scientific expertise from 
the EU medicines regulatory network. It will help Member States and the 
Commission to take quick and coordinated regulatory action on the 
development, authorisation and safety monitoring of medicines intended for 
the treatment and prevention of COVID-19. 
 

NEWS FROM THE POLICY DEPARTMENT 

Recent publications: 

 Briefing on the EU's public health response to the novel coronavirus 
outbreak 

 Workshop proceedings on cancer prevention – modifiable risk factors 
(Health Working Group) 

 Study on EU public health policies - state of play, current and future 
challenges (also its At a glance version) 

 Study on EU environment and climate change policies - state of play, 
current and future challenges (also its At a glance version in EN and FR) 

 Briefing on the Commitments made at the hearing of Stella KYRIAKIDES, 
Commissioner-Designate on Health  

 Briefing on the Commitments made at the hearing of Virginijus 
SINKEVICIUS, Commissioner-Designate on Environment and Oceans  

 Briefing on the Commitments made at the hearing of Frans TIMMERMANS, 
Executive Vice President-Designate on European Green Deal  

 Study on international climate negotiations in view of the COP25 UN 
Climate Change Conference in Madrid 

Upcoming publications: 

 Briefing on the key issues at stake in the 75th session of the IMO Marine 
Environment Protection Committee (MEPC75) 

 Study on "Strengthening Europe in the fight against cancer" 

 In-depth analysis  on deforestation in Brazil/Amazonia 

 Briefing on medicine shortages related to the coronavirus pandemic 
 

https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2020/648781/IPOL_BRI(2020)648781_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2020/648781/IPOL_BRI(2020)648781_EN.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2020/648765/IPOL_BRI(2020)648765_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/STUD/2019/638426/IPOL_STU(2019)638426_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/STUD/2019/638426/IPOL_STU(2019)638426_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/ATAG/2019/642347/IPOL_ATA(2019)642347_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/STUD/2019/638428/IPOL_STU(2019)638428_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/STUD/2019/638428/IPOL_STU(2019)638428_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/ATAG/2019/642348/IPOL_ATA(2019)642348_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/ATAG/2019/642348/IPOL_ATA(2019)642348_FR.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2019/638436/IPOL_BRI(2019)638436_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2019/638436/IPOL_BRI(2019)638436_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2019/629208/IPOL_BRI(2019)629208_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2019/629208/IPOL_BRI(2019)629208_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2019/638437/IPOL_BRI(2019)638437_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2019/638437/IPOL_BRI(2019)638437_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/STUD/2019/642344/IPOL_STU(2019)642344_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/STUD/2019/642344/IPOL_STU(2019)642344_EN.pdf


 
 

 

NEWS FROM THE AGENCIES 

European Environment Agency (EEA) 
Resource efficiency and the circular 
economy in Europe 2019 – even more from 
less 
An overview of the policies, approaches and 

targets of 32 European countries. More here. 
 

European Medicines Agency (EMA)  
 

EMA has published an overview of how the 
Agency will accelerate its regulatory 
procedures so that marketing 
authorisations of safe, effective and high-
quality COVID-19 related medicines can be 

granted as soon as possible. The rapid procedures described in the inventory 
can accelerate every step of a medicine’s regulatory pathway and the Agency 
is fully mobilised to deliver these fast-track assessments in the shortest possible 
timeframes while ensuring robust scientific opinions are reached.  
 
The European Vaccination Information Portal (EVIP), was also aunched on 21 
April on the occasion of the European Immunization Week 2020. The portal was 
developed following a Council recommendation in December 2018  by the 
European Centre for Disease Prevention and Control (ECDC) with the support 
of the European Medicines Agency and DG SANTE. It provides accurate, 
objective and evidence-based information on vaccines and vaccination, 
including the authorisation and safety-monitoring processes in place and 
national vaccination schedules.  

European Food Safety Authority (EFSA) 
EFSA has published the results of its two pilot 
assessments on the risks posed to humans by 
residues of multiple pesticides in food. The 
assessments – one considering chronic effects 

on the thyroid system and the other acute effects on the nervous system – are 
the culmination of a multi-year collaboration between EFSA and the Dutch 
National Institute for Public Health and the Environment (RIVM). The overall 
conclusion for both assessments is that consumer risk from dietary cumulative 
exposure is, with varying degrees of certainty, below the threshold that triggers 
regulatory action for all the population groups covered. Assessments covering 
the effects of pesticides on other organs and body functions will follow in the 
coming years. More info  

European Chemicals Agency (ECHA) 

ECHA published information what the EU does to 
address concerns from chemicals called PFAS.  
PFAS have been used in consumer products since 
the 1940s. They are extremely persistent, build up 

in the environment and some also in our bodies. This is why they are often 
called forever chemicals. Tests indicate that some cause serious health effects 
such as cancer and liver damage. More info 

European Centre for Disease Prevention and Control 
(ECDC) 

On 5 May ECDC published a technical report on 
"Contact tracing for COVID-19: current evidence, 
options for scale-up and an assessment of resources 
needed". Contact tracing is an effective public health 
measure for the rapidly identification of secondary 
cases that may arise after transmission from the 

primary cases, enabling therefore the interruption of further onward 
transmission. Contact tracing, in conjunction with robust testing and 
surveillance systems, is central to control strategies during de-escalation and 
was used in in several Asian countries with success. The document outlines a 
number of resource measures including the use of well-trained non-public-
health staff and volunteers; repurposing existing resources such as call centres; 
reducing the intensity of contact follow-up and using new technologies such as 
contact management software and mobile apps. More here. 

 

Next meetings of the ENVI Committee: 28 May 2020 (Brussels). 
Future meetings: 2020 meeting dates. 
 
Watch online the Committee meeting on the EP web site or on Europarl TV. 
Past meetings are available: EP Live multimedia library and you can also 
download the extracts of speeches. 
 
More information: envi-secretariat@europarl.europa.eu or website of the 
ENVI Committee.  

Subscription: To sign up for ENVI committee press releases please go to European 
Parliament News Subscription Services to subscribe.  
For media enquiries, please write to envi-press@europarl.europa.eu 
 
Further information sources: The EP Policy Departments publish studies, notes, 
information notes and workshop proceedings. To request a hard copy of any 
publication please contact Poldep-Economy-Science@europarl.europa.eu. The 
European Parliamentary Research Service (EPRS) provides research publications in 
the area of environment, public health and food safety. You can find all the latest 
publications on the European Parliament website’s Think Tank pages. 
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